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fe was despaired  of;  and  Balzac  chose this
to consult a somnambulist about Madame ska, and was told the distressing news that she in anxiety of some sort, and that her heart mlarged ! Fortunately, in October, 1835, the ski family returned to Wierzchownia, and the bant worry to Balzac of their proximity to ice, was removed for the time. . December another misfortune befell Balzac. :e broke out at the printing office in the Rue Pot-de-Fer, and burnt the first hundred and r pages of the third dizain of the " Contes Latiques," as well as five hundred volumes of first and second dizain, which had cost him
francs   each.    He   thus   lost   3,500   francs, to add to the calamity, did not receive the
of 6,000 francs which in the ordinary course vents would have been due to him at the end he year, when but for this disaster he would 5 handed over the third dizain to Werdet and tssociate.
igures and sums of money occur constantly in ;ac's letters; but his accounts of his pecuniary rs are so conflicting and so complicated that
impossible to understand them; indeed it is btful whether he ever mastered them himself, e continually expected to be out of debt in iw months. According to his own story to lame Hanska, he left the printing office owing 000 francs, had to find 6,000 francs a year for rest on this debt, and required 3,000 francs torville was ill, Madame Balzac's reason
